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CONGRATULATING THE TOWN OF 
SPRUCE PINE FOR REACHING 
THEIR 100TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. MARK MEADOWS 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 30, 2013 

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the town of Spruce Pine for 
reaching their 100th anniversary. Nestled be-
tween the majestic peaks of Mt. Mitchell and 
Roan Mountain, the flourishing Appalachian 
town of Spruce Pine boasts all the natural 
beauty of the North Carolina Blue Ridge 
Mountains. 

Spruce Pine’s story began at the turn of the 
century when a single house was erected near 
the Carolina, Clinchfield, and Ohio Railroad 
Depot. Situated between river and mountain-
side, the town grew quickly, became chartered 
in 1913, quadrupled in population, and soon 
became the commercial center of the Toe 
River Valley. 

Growth continued as mining emerged in the 
economic anchor of the Spruce Pine commu-
nity. Best known for its incredibly rich mineral 
deposits, Spruce Pine boasts the most con-
centrated feldspar deposits on earth. This geo-
logical wonder is responsible for 60 percent of 
the total United States feldspar, which is used 
in ceramics, paints, electrical wiring devices, 
tile, fiberglass insulation, and glass containers. 

In a way, most everyone east of the Mis-
sissippi has been impacted by goods origi-
nated from Spruce Pine. In addition, Spruce 
Pine is home to the entire world supply of the 
pure quartz used in manufacturing fused 
quartz apparatuses. This fused quartz is used 
to manufacture the semiconductors found in 
every computer. To own a computer is to have 
a connection to Spruce Pine. 

Spruce Pine is also home to a proud farm-
ing population and one of the world’s largest 
art communities. The Toe River Arts Council, 
which has worked in Spruce Pine for the last 
37 years, ensures a legacy of handmade 
mountain artwork that will continue for many 
future generations. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great satisfaction that 
I recognize the town of Spruce Pine and con-
gratulate a truly exceptional 100 years. Its 
contributions to our culture and industry have 
been remarkable. I couldn’t be more proud to 
represent such an exemplary town, such warm 
people, and such a beautiful part of North 
Carolina. 
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HONORING ABILITYONE CENTERS 
OF SOUTH CENTRAL INDIANA 

HON. TODD C. YOUNG 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 30, 2013 

Mr. YOUNG of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the great work of the 

AbilityOne Program. As the largest single pro-
vider of employment for people who are blind 
or have significant disabilities, the AbilityOne 
Program puts more than 47,000 Americans to 
work by providing products and services to 
federal and commercial customers. In my 
home State of Indiana, I am pleased to have 
two AbilityOne centers, Bosma Enterprises 
and the First Chance Center, who help bring 
Hoosiers with disabilities into the workforce. 

Since 1915, Bosma Enterprises has been 
providing Hoosiers who are blind or visually 
impaired with job training, employment serv-
ices, rehabilitation, and outreach programs, 
empowering Hoosiers to reach their own per-
sonal goals while giving them to tools to live 
independently. In the past year, Bosma has 
been able to change the lives of many blind 
and disabled Hoosiers as they navigated the 
complexities of finding meaningful employ-
ment. One of those individuals is Ray Mont-
gomery who, at the age of 17, lost his sight as 
a victim of a violent crime. After rehabilitation, 
Mr. Montgomery graduated college and began 
searching for a job without much success. He 
then came to Bosma Enterprises where they 
looked beyond his disability and focused on 
his skills and potential. Ray now works in 
Bosma’s production facility and is learning 
new skills to develop personally and profes-
sionally. 

The First Chance Center in Paoli, Indiana, 
has helped to provide sustainable gainful em-
ployment for Hoosiers with disabilities for the 
past 13 years. They promote the abilities of 
Hoosiers with disabilities and provide opportu-
nities for these individuals to fully participate in 
their community. It is through these meaning-
ful job opportunities that these Hoosiers have 
been able to gain marketable skills and con-
fidence. The First Chance Center also pro-
vides a multitude of other support services, in-
cluding day services for persons with intellec-
tual or developmental disabilities and Tot–to– 
Tot playgroup for children with special needs. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend the efforts of 
Bosma Enterprises, the First Chance Center, 
and other AbilityOne organizations and am 
grateful for the work they do each day to open 
the doors of opportunity for Americans who 
are blind or have significant disabilities. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DR. JANICE IZLAR, 
CRNA, DNAP 

HON. JACK KINGSTON 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, July 30, 2013 

Mr. KINGSTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to my constituent Janice Izlar, 
CRNA, DNAP, of Savannah, Georgia. Dr. Izlar 
will soon complete her year as national presi-
dent of the American Association of Nurse An-
esthetists (AANA). I am proud that Dr. Izlar 
was elected as the 2012–2013 president of 
this prestigious national organization. 

Certified Registered Nurse Anesthetists 
(CRNAs) are advanced practice registered 

nurses who treat approximately 34 million pa-
tients each year. They work in every setting in 
which anesthesia is delivered including hos-
pital surgical suites, obstetrical delivery rooms, 
ambulatory surgical centers, and the offices of 
dentists, podiatrists, and specialty surgeons. 
They also provide acute and chronic pain 
management services to patients in need of 
such care. CRNAs provide anesthesia for all 
types of surgical cases and are the sole anes-
thesia providers in many rural hospitals. 

As a CRNA, Dr. Izlar has contributed greatly 
to the healthcare community in southeast 
Georgia, serving as a self-employed CRNA 
and as Chief Nurse Anesthetist and Adminis-
trator for Anesthesia Services at the Georgia 
Institute for Plastic Surgery since 1996. Dr. 
Izlar was awarded her Doctorate in Nurse An-
esthesia Practice by Virginia Commonwealth 
University, her Master of Science in Nursing 
by Columbia University, her Bachelor’s in 
Nursing, cum laude, by the University of 
Tulsa, and her Diploma in Nurse Anesthesia 
by the North Carolina Baptist Hospital School 
of Nurse Anesthesia. In addition to her service 
as AANA President, Dr. Izlar has held various 
leadership positions in the AANA, including 
President-elect, Vice President, and Region 2 
Director, and has served on numerous com-
mittees. She is a former president of the Geor-
gia Association of Nurse Anesthetists and is a 
distinguished speaker on anesthesia topics, 
lecturing nationwide on the safety, value and 
cost-effectiveness of CRNA care. 

During her AANA Presidency, Dr. Izlar has 
been a prominent advocate for the patients 
and practice of nurse anesthesia before fed-
eral agencies and members of Congress. She 
has worked tirelessly to promote anesthesia 
patient safety and the value of CRNAs to our 
healthcare system. I am proud to have worked 
with Janice for years as well as during her 
time as President and am happy to call her a 
friend and a loyal advocate for CRNA priorities 
in Washington and beyond. Mr. Speaker, I 
congratulate Janice on a successful term. 

f 

HONORING IRMA LOPEZ 

HON. JULIA BROWNLEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 30, 2013 

Ms. BROWNLEY of California. Mr. Speaker, 
today I would like to recognize Irma J. Lopez, 
a community leader and activist, who is a tire-
less champion of women’s and social justice 
issues in Ventura County. Irma is a remark-
able role model, and a woman who never 
stops striving to improve and strengthen her 
community. 

Irma was born and raised in Ventura Coun-
ty. As a graduate of Camarillo High School 
and the University of California, Santa Bar-
bara, Irma has been a longstanding citizen of 
the area. Her career in public service began in 
the State of California Employment Develop-
ment Department, where she worked for more 
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